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The Ferryman

For Timepieces of Distinction

The Ferryman is understated elegance.  While 
appearing quite normal, it is capable of more 
variations and complications than any comparable 
timepiece. 

As with all Hoptroff designs, The Ferryman is 
crafted with customization and creative flexibility 
in mind.  The watchmaker can choose the 
displayed functions from a selection of over 100 in 
the Carte des Complications; features such as 
anniversaries and locations can be tailored for 
each individual user.

The Ferryman is named after the ferrymen who 
transported people across the Thames in medieval 
times, usually when they were up to no good and 
needed to avoid the guards on London Bridge, a 
stone’s throw from Hoptroff’s workshops in 
Southwark’s Bankside district in London.

Design Example

The design example above brings the classic “world time” styling up to date.  Rather than providing cities in each of 24 
time zones, it offers a selection of key cities in 36 time zone regions, including regions that adjust for daylight saving 
time.

In addition to indicating the time in the zone, it can display additional information about the key city: The time of 
sunrise and sunset, the directions of North and Mecca relative to the sun and moon and, where applicable, the time 
of next high tide.  The key cities are:

LON UTC   London MUM UTC+5½   Mumbai ANC UTC-9   Anchorage
DAK UTC Dakar CGG UTC+6   Chittagong LAX UTC-8   Los Angeles
PAR UTC+1   Paris BKK UTC+7   Bangkok SFO UTC-8   San Francisco
LGS UTC+1   Lagos HKG UTC+8   Hong Kong PHX UTC-7  Phoenix
HEL UTC+2   Helsinki SHA UTC+8   Shanghai DEN UTC-7   Denver
CAI UTC+2   Cairo SNG UTC+8   Singapore CHI UTC-6   Chicago
CPT UTC+2   Cape Town TYO UTC+9   Tokyo NYC UTC-5   New York
MOW UTC+3   Moscow SYD UTC+10   Sydney MIA UTC-5   Miami
JED UTC+3   Jeddah VN2 UTC+11   Vanuatu LIM UTC-5   Lima
THR UTC+3½   Teheran WEL UTC+12   Wellington CCS UTC-4½   Caracas
DUB UTC+4   Dubai MID UTC-11   Midway RIO UTC-3   Rio de Janeiro
KHI UTC+5   Karachi HNL UTC-10   Honolulu HOR UTC-1   Horta

 Has daylight saving time
 Has tide table data
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Movement Specification

The Ferryman has 2 or 3 pointers and up to 2 pushers.

Motors & Pushers

Motor 0 is a bidirectional single pointer controller of 180 or 60 steps per 
revolution.    

Motor 1 is a bidirectional pointer controller of 120 steps per revolution.
Either a single pointer can be controlled, or two in the ratio 12:1.  

Up to two pushers are available, one at 2 o’clock, one at 4 o’clock.

Firmware & Software

Hoptroff standard core firmware is used, with modular configuration for display functions.  Functions can be selected 
from over 100 options in the Carte des Complications.  The 8-bit CPU is complete with 128K flash memory and 3K 
RAM.  Firmware for standard functions and core modules (external communications, daylight saving adjust, perpetual 
calendar, temperature sensing and oscillator compensation, recharge management, electronic logbook and user 
identification) is included in pricing.  Custom firmware development lead times and costs depend on complexity.  

Timepieces are compatible with the Hoptroff GreenLight application software (patents pending).  

Dimensions

The movement is 30.5mm in diameter.  Thickness depends on battery options but is a minimum of 3.4mm.  Contact us 
for technical drawings, motor driving capabilities, etc.

Movement Production

Customization & Lead Times

Physical modifications, including motor and battery relocation are viable in relatively small volumes.  Contact for lead 
time information.  All production is make-to-order.  “Swiss Made” is possible.  Contact us for pricing and payment 
terms.
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